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(57) ABSTRACT

A DC-DC converter includes a power conversion circuit for
converting a DC input voltage to a DC output voltage; and an
active clamp circuit for soft switching a first active switching
element of the power conversion circuit and recovering leak-
age inductance energy of a main transformer of the power
conversion circuit. As such, the present disclosure provides a
DC-DC converter that reduces the switching loss of the
switching elements and effectively recovers the leakage
inductance energy, thus increasing the conversion efficiency
of the converter.
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The first active switching element Si is turned on to allow
the current at the primary winding Is1 to rise linearly, and
1 energy is stored in the primary winding T1p of the main .- 831
transformer T1

The first active switching element S1 is turned off to allow
the current at the primary winding Is1 to decrease linearly,
transferring the energy stored in the primary winding Tip of
the main transformer T1 to the secondary winding Tis of the
main transformer T1, meanwhile, the second passive
switching element D2 is turned on to store the leakage
inductance encrgy of the main transformer T1in the clamp
capacitor Ca

Once the current at the primary winding Isi has dropped to
zero, the first active switching element S1 is turned on again +—~..-833
to perform soft switching, repeating step S31 and step §32

The voltage drop Vea between an intersection of the clamp
capacitance Ca with the cathode terminal Db of the second
passive switch element D2 and a ground point is detected.
When the voltage drop Vea is higher than a predetermined
threshold, the second active switching element S2 is turned
on to storc the leakage inductance energy in the primary o534
winding T2p of the auxiliary transformer T2 or in the tertiary
winding Tia of the main transformer Th

The second active switching elements 82 is turned off to
correspondingly transfer the energy stored in the primary
winding T2p of the auxiliary transformer T2 or in the tertiary 835
winding Tia of the main transformer T1 to the secondary )
winding T2s of the auxiliary transformer T2 or the secondary
winding Tis of the main transformer T

FIG. 3A
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1
DC-DC CONVERTER WITH ACTIVE CLAMP
CIRCUIT FOR SOFT SWITCHING

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to Taiwanese Patent Appli-
cation No. 101135480, filed on Sep. 27, 2012. The entirety of
the above-mentioned patent application is hereby incorpo-
rated by reference herein and made a part of this specification.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to DC-DC converters, and
more particularly, to a DC-DC converter having an active
clamp circuit and a method of driving the DC-DC converter.

BACKGROUND

With the growing energy shortages on earth, the develop-
ment of renewable (green) energy systems such as solar
power generation systems is in an urgent need, wherein more
efficient use of electrical energy is a key in promoting the
progression of solar power generation system.

Isolated DC-DC converters are widely used in solar power
generation systems particularly for medium or low power
conversion, due to their good performance in voltage regula-
tion and electrical isolation, as well as providing high reli-
ability.

In traditional power converters, power switches are turned
on/off through hard switching. Due to the transformer leak-
age inductance and stray capacitance of the circuit wirings,
hard switching tends to have issues such as high conversion
loss, noise, switching stress and other issues. With regard to a
metal-oxide-semiconductor field-effect transistor (MOS-
FET), if hard switching is used, when the switching element
is turned off, the voltage at either end of drain-source will rise
quickly and produce a voltage surge, such that the MOSFET
will encounter a voltage exceeding the normal input range.
The voltage stress of the switch element is thus increased.
When the switching element is turned on, the switching ele-
ment will generate a current surge that is larger than the
normal current at the instant of conduction owing to the
influence of the bypass capacitor of the MOSFET itself,
thereby increasing the current stress of the power element.

In order to improve the issues brought about by hard
switching, clamp circuits are developed to reduce the voltage
and current stresses of the power switches. However, some
issues still exist in the following three common ways of
implementing a traditional clamp circuit: (1) the recovery of
energy of a RCD clamp circuit is absorbed by its resistors,
thereby reducing the overall efficiency of the circuit; (2) it is
difficult to implement an LCD clamp circuit, although it can
achieve zero-voltage soft switching and energy recovery
since timing of resonance of the inductor and the capacitor
has to be taken into account, and furthermore, in circum-
stances of high frequency and large current, the resonant
current will result in very high conduction loss in the circuit;
and (3) an active clamp circuit is consisted of an active
switching element and a capacitor, its design is relatively
simple, and it is capable of achieving zero-voltage switching
of the switching element, energy recovery of the leakage
inductance, suppressing switching surges and other effects;
however, its active switching element and the active switch-
ing element in the conversion circuit are turned on alternately
in each switching cycle, resulting in higher switching loss and
poor energy recovery in the active switching element of the
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active clamp circuit, and its conversion efficiency cannot be
improved eftectively for converters.

Therefore, there is an urgent need in the art to provide a
DC-DC converter that is capable of soft switching, reducing
the switching loss of the active switching element in the active
clamp circuit, and further improving the efficiency of energy
recovery.

SUMMARY

The present disclosure provides a DC-DC converter, which
includes a power conversion circuit for converting a DC input
voltage to a DC output voltage, and an active clamp circuit for
soft switching a first active switching element of the power
conversion circuit and recovering leakage inductance energy
of a main transformer of the power conversion circuit,
wherein the power conversion circuit include the main trans-
former with a primary winding and a secondary winding; the
first active switching element with a first source terminal and
a first drain terminal, and the first drain terminal being elec-
trically connected to the primary winding of the main trans-
former. The active clamp circuit include a second passive
switching element with an anode terminal and a cathode
terminal, wherein the anode terminal is electrically connected
to the first drain terminal of the first active switching element
and the primary winding of the main transformer; an auxiliary
transformer with a primary winding and a secondary winding,
wherein the primary winding of the auxiliary transformer is
electrically connected to the cathode terminal of the second
passive switching element; a third passive switching element
connected in series with the secondary winding of the auxil-
iary transformer; a clamp capacitor with one terminal electri-
cally connected to the primary winding of the auxiliary trans-
former and the cathode terminal of the second passive
switching element and another terminal electrically con-
nected to the primary winding of the main transformer; and a
second active switching element with a second source termi-
nal and a second drain terminal, wherein the second drain
terminal is electrically connected to the primary winding of
the main transformer and the second drain terminal is elec-
trically connected to the primary winding of the auxiliary
transformer.

The present disclosure further provides a DC-DC con-
verter, which includes a power conversion circuit for convert-
ing a DC input voltage to a DC output voltage, and an active
clamp circuit for soft switching a first active switching ele-
ment of the power conversion circuit and recovering leakage
inductance energy of a main transformer of the power con-
version circuit, wherein the power conversion include the
main transformer with a primary winding, a secondary wind-
ing and a tertiary winding; the first active switching element
with a first source terminal and a first drain terminal, and the
first drain terminal being electrically connected to the pri-
mary winding of the main transformer. The active clamp
circuit include a second passive switching element with an
anode terminal and a cathode terminal, wherein the anode
terminal is electrically connected to the first drain terminal of
the first active switching element and the primary winding of
the main transformer; a clamp capacitor with one terminal
electrically connected to the tertiary winding of the main
transformer and the cathode terminal of the second passive
switching element and another terminal electrically con-
nected to the primary winding of the main transformer; and a
second active switching element with a second source termi-
nal and a second drain terminal, wherein the second drain
terminal is electrically connected to the primary winding of
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the main transformer and the second drain terminal is elec-
trically connected to the tertiary winding of the main trans-
former.

The present disclosure further provides a driving method of
the above DC-DC converter, which includes during operation
of the power conversion circuit, detecting a voltage drop
between an intersection of the clamp capacitance with the
cathode terminal of the second passive switch element and a
ground point, and when the voltage drop is higher than a
predetermined threshold, turning on the second active switch-
ing element to perform PWM switching of the second active
switching element, so as to recover the energy of the clamp
capacitor via the auxiliary transformer, and correspondingly
transfer the energy of the clamp capacitor to the secondary
winding of the auxiliary transformer.

The present disclosure further provides a driving method of
the above DC-DC converter, which includes during operation
of the power conversion circuit, detecting a voltage drop
between an intersection of the clamp capacitance with the
cathode terminal of the second passive switch element and a
ground point, and when the voltage drop is higher than a
predetermined threshold, turning on the second active switch-
ing element to perform PWM switching of the second active
switching element, so as to recover the energy of the clamp
capacitor via the tertiary winding of the main transformer, and
correspondingly transfer the energy of the clamp capacitor to
the secondary winding of the main transformer.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

The present disclosure can be more fully understood by
reading the following detailed description of the preferred
embodiments, with reference made to the accompanying
drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram illustrating the structure of a
DC-DC converter in accordance with an embodiment of the
present disclosure;

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram illustrating the structure of a
DC-DC converter in accordance with another embodiment of
present disclosure;

FIG. 3A is a flowchart illustrating a driving method of a
DC-DC converter of the present disclosure; and

FIG. 3B is a diagram showing waveforms of a DC-DC
converter of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following detailed description, for purposes of
explanation, numerous specific details are set forth in order to
provide a through understanding of the disclosed embodi-
ments. It will be apparent, however, that one or more embodi-
ments may be practiced without these specific details. In other
instances, well-known structures and devices are schemati-
cally shown in order to simplify the drawing.

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram illustrating the structure of a
DC-DC converter in accordance with an embodiment of the
present disclosure. As shown, the DC-DC converter 1 of the
present disclosure essentially includes a power conversion
circuit 10 and an active clamp circuit 11.

The power conversion circuit 10 is used to convert a DC
input voltage to a DC output voltage. The power conversion
circuit 10 includes a main transformer T, with a primary
winding T,, and a secondary winding T, a first active
switching element S, having a first source terminal S, , and a
first drain terminal S, ,, and a first passive switching element
D,.
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The first active switching element S, is electrically con-
nected to the primary winding T, , of the main transformer T,
via the first drain terminal S ,, and the first passive switching
element D, is connected in series with secondary winding T | ,
of the main transformer T, but the connection with the sec-
ondary winding is not limited thereto.

The active clamp circuit 11 is used for soft switching when
the first active switching element S, is turned on and for
recovering the leakage inductance energy of the main trans-
former T, of the power conversion circuit 10. The active
clamp circuit 11 includes a second passive switching element
D, having an anode terminal D, and cathode terminal D,,, an
auxiliary transforming T, having a primary winding T,,, and a
secondary winding T, , a third passive switching element D,
a clamp capacitor C,, with two opposite terminals C,, and C
and a second active switching element S, with a second
source terminal S,, and a second drain terminal S, 5.

In the active clamp circuit 11, the second passive switch
element D, is electrically connected to the first drain terminal
S,, of the first active switching elements S, and the primary
winding T, , of the main transformer T, . The primary winding
T,, of the auxiliary transformer T, is electrically connected to
the cathode terminal D, , of the second passive switch element
D, and one terminal C,, of the clamp capacitor C,. The
second source terminal S, , of the second active switch ele-
ment S, is electrically connected to the primary winding T,
of the main transformer T, and the other terminal C,, of the
clamp capacitor C,,. The second drain terminal S,, is electri-
cally connected to the primary winding T,, of the auxiliary
transformer T,. The third passive switching element D, is
connected in series with the secondary winding T, of the
auxiliary transformer winding T,.

In one embodiment, the DC-DC converter 1 of the present
disclosure further includes a filtering capacitor C_, which has
two opposite terminals C,, and C,,, wherein one terminal C
is electrically connected to the first passive switching element
D, and the third passive switching element D, while the other
terminal C_, is electrically connected to the secondary wind-
ing T, ; of the main transformer T, and the secondary winding
T,, of the auxiliary transformer T,, so as to filter the output
signal of the DC-DC converter 1.

In another embodiment, the DC-DC converter 1 further
includes a control element (not shown), which is electrically
connected to the first active switching element S,, and is
electrically connected to the second active switching element
S, through signal isolating element, such as an optical cou-
pling or isolation transformer, in order to control the turning-
on or turning-off of the first active switching element S, and
the second active switching element S,, wherein the control
element is an analog integrated circuit or a digital integrated
circuit.

In another embodiment, the DC-DC converter 1 further
includes a low-frequency DC-AC circuit 13, which is electri-
cally connected to the secondary winding T, of the main
transformer T, in order to convert the output voltage of power
conversion circuit 10 into an AC output voltage in synchro-
nization with the mains, so as to incorporate the DC power
generated by the solar power generation system into the AC
grid of the mains, wherein the low-frequency DC-AC circuit
13 is a bridge circuit consisting of four active switching
elements.

In the above embodiment, the first and second active
switching elements S, and S, are power MOSFETs, and the
first to third passive switching elements D, D, and D; are
diodes.

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram illustrating the structure of a
DC-DC converter in accordance with another embodiment of
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present disclosure. As shown, the difference between this
embodiment and the first embodiment is in that in a DC-DC
converter 2 uses a tertiary winding T, , of the main trans-
former T, as the coil for recovering and transmitting the
leakage inductance energy of the main transformer T, of the
power conversion circuit 10, eliminating the need for the third
passive switching element D, of the auxiliary transformer T,,
and further reducing the size of the active clamp circuit 11.
Apart from the above, the rest of the structure is substantially
identical to that of the DC-DC converter 1 of the first embodi-
ment, and thus omitted herein.

FIG. 3A is a flowchart illustrating a driving method of a
DC-DC converter of the present disclosure, and FIG. 3B is a
diagram showing waveforms of a DC-DC converter of the
present disclosure.

As shown in FIG. 3A, an embodiment of the driving
method of a DC-DC converter of the present disclosure
includes the following steps S31 to S35.

In step S31, the first active switching element S1 is turned
on to allow the current at the primary winding I, to rise
linearly, and energy is stored in the primary winding T, , of the
main transformer T,.

In step S32, the first active switching element S1 is turned
offto allow the current at the primary winding I, to decrease
linearly, transferring the energy stored in the primary winding
T, , of the main transformer T, to the secondary winding T
of the main transformer T, meanwhile, the second passive
switching element D2 is turned on to store the leakage induc-
tance energy of the main transformer T, in the clamp capaci-
tor C,.

In step S33, once the current at the primary winding I, has
dropped to zero, the first active switching element S, is turned
on again to perform soft switching, repeating step S31 and
step S32.

In step S34, during operation of the power conversion
circuit 10, the voltage drop V_, between an intersection of the
clamp capacitance C, with the cathode terminal D,, of the
second passive switch element D, and a ground point is
detected. When the voltage drop V_, is higher than a prede-
termined threshold, the second active switching element S, is
turned on to store the leakage inductance energy in the pri-
mary winding T, of the auxiliary transformer T, (the leakage
inductance energy is stored in the tertiary winding T, , of the
main transformer T}, if there is no auxiliary transformer T,).

In step S35, the second active switching elements S, is
turned off to correspondingly transfer the energy stored in the
primary winding T, of the auxiliary transformer T, (or the
energy stored in the tertiary winding T, of the main trans-
former T, in the absence of an auxiliary transformer T,) to
the secondary winding T, of the auxiliary transformer T, (or
the secondary winding T, ; of the main transformer T)).

In one embodiment, steps S34 and S35 are performed to
detect, during the operation of the power conversion circuit
10, the voltage drop V_, between an intersection of the clamp
capacitance C, with the cathode terminal D,, of the second
passive switch element D, and a ground point. When this
voltage drop V_, is higher than a predetermined threshold,
PWM switching of the second active switching element S, is
performed in order to recover the energy of the clamp capaci-
tor viathe auxiliary transformer T, (or via the tertiary winding
T, , of the main transformer T, , in the absence of an auxiliary
transformer T,), and to correspondingly transfer the energy of
the clamp capacitor to the secondary winding T, of the aux-
iliary transformer T, (or the secondary winding T, of the
main transformer T, in the absence of the secondary winding
T, of the auxiliary transformer T,). The threshold voltage is
detected by obtaining a lower voltage potential through a
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resistor divider and determination of whether the voltage drop
has reached the threshold voltage can be made through a
comparator.

Inanembodiment, the first active switch element S| and the
second active switching element S, are turned on or off by a
pulse frequency modulation signal Vg, and a pulse width
modulation signal V_, of the control element (not shown).

In an embodiment, the threshold is set, according to the
rated withstand margin of the first active switch, and the
period from on to off for the second active switching element
S, is a predetermined fixed time, but the present disclosure is
not limited thereto. For example, the voltage drop V_,
between an intersection of the clamp capacitance C, with the
cathode terminal D, , ofthe second passive switch element D,
and a ground point can be detected continuously. When this
voltage drop V_, is equal to or higher than a hysteresis upper
limit, the second active switching element S, is turned on.
When the clamp capacitor Ca is fully discharged such that the
voltage drop is equal to or less than a hysteresis lower limit,
the second active switching element S, is turned off.

In addition, under different input voltage conditions, in the
above driving method of a DC-DC converter, the waveform of
the current at the primary winding the pulse frequency modu-
lation signal V 5, the pulse width modulation signal V;, and
the voltage difference V -, are shown in FIG. 3B, for example.

In summary, the DC-DC converter of the present disclosure
and the driving method thereof use the clamp capacitor to first
recover the leakage inductance energy of the main trans-
former until the predetermined threshold is reached, and then
the energy is directly transferred to the secondary winding of
the transformer in one period of oscillation to avoid extras
loss caused by the recovered energy being stored in the pri-
mary winding oscillation of the transformer and then trans-
ferred to the secondary winding. The switching loss of the
second active switching element in the active clamp circuit is
also reduced, thereby providing a DC-DC converter with high
conversion efficiency.

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various
modifications and variations can be made to the disclosed
embodiments. It is intended that the specification and
examples be considered as exemplary only, with a true scope
of'the disclosure being indicated by the following claims and
their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A DC-DC converter, comprising:

a power conversion circuit, including:

a main transformer having a primary winding and a sec-

ondary winding; and

a first active switching element having a first source termi-
nal and a first drain terminal electrically connected to the
primary winding of the main transformer;

an active clamp circuit for soft switching the first active
switching element and recovering leakage inductance
energy of the main transformer of the power conversion
circuit, the active clamp circuit including:

a second passive switching element having a cathode ter-
minal and an anode terminal electrically connected to
the first drain terminal of the first active switching ele-
ment and the primary winding of the main transformer;

an auxiliary transformer having a secondary winding and a
primary winding electrically connected to the cathode
terminal of the second passive switching element;

a third passive switching element connected in series with
the secondary winding of the auxiliary transformer;

a clamp capacitor having one terminal electrically con-
nected to the primary winding of the auxiliary trans-
former and the cathode terminal of the second passive
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switching element, and the other terminal electrically
connected to the primary winding of the main trans-
former; and

a second active switching element having a second source

terminal electrically connected to the primary winding
of the main transformer, and a second drain terminal
electrically connected to the primary winding of the
auxiliary transformer; and

a low-frequency DC-AC circuit electrically connected to

the secondary winding of the main transformer for con-
verting an output voltage of the power conversion circuit
into an AC output voltage in synchronization with the
mains.

2. The DC-DC converter of claim 1, wherein the low-
frequency DC-AC circuit is a bridge circuit consisting of four
active switching elements.

3. The DC-DC converter of claim 1, wherein the first and
second active switching elements are power metal-oxide-
semiconductor field-effect transistors (MOSFET).

4. A DC-DC converter, comprising:

a power conversion circuit for converting a DC input volt-

age to a DC output voltage, including:

a main transformer with a primary winding, a secondary

winding and a tertiary winding; and
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a first active switching element with a first source terminal »s

and a first drain terminal, wherein the first drain terminal
is electrically connected to the primary winding of the
main transformer;

an active clamp circuit for soft switching the first active
switching element and recovering leakage inductance

8

energy of the main transformer of the power conversion
circuit, the active clamp circuit including:

a second passive switching element with an anode terminal
and a cathode terminal, wherein the anode terminal is
electrically connected to the first drain terminal of the
first active switching element and the primary winding
of the main transformer;

a clamp capacitor with one terminal electrically connected
to the tertiary winding of the main transformer and the
cathode terminal of the second passive switching ele-
ment and another terminal electrically connected to the
primary winding of the main transformer; and

a second active, switching element with a second source
terminal and a second drain terminal, wherein the sec-
ond drain terminal is electrically connected to the pri-
mary winding of the main transformer and the second
drain terminal is electrically connected to the tertiary
winding of the main transformer; and

a low-frequency DC-AC circuit electrically connected
with the secondary winding of the main transformer for
converting an output voltage of the power conversion
circuit into an AC output voltage in synchronization with
the mains.

5. The DC-DC converter of claim 4, wherein the low-
frequency DC-AC circuit is a bridge circuit consisting of four
active switching elements.

6. The DC-DC converter of claim 4, wherein the first and
second active switching elements are power MOSFETs.
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